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FREE GIFTBOOK CERTIFICATE 


Dear Mr. Scanlan: # 

Please send me, without obligation whatsoever, the big Volume I 
of Master plots: Digests of World Literature. As a Subscriber I will 
then be entitled to receive additional volumes of the set plus the 
Masterplots Year Book for 14 day free examination. 

After examining the volumes, I may keep them at the low sub¬ 
scribers direct-by-mail price of only $2.98 plus a small shipping 
and handling charge. OR, if I am not entirely satisfied I may return 
them after 14 days and owe nothing. I may accept as many or as 
few volumes as I choose — none at all if I so desire. I may cancel 
anytime and you will send me no more volumes after receiving my 
cancellation. The first volume is mine to keep forever as a FREE 
GIFT in any event. 


143 


Affix gift stamp to get your FREE Volume I of 
Masterplots: Digests of World Literature. No 
obligation, nothing to buy. 

send me this big 320 
page Volume I. I am 
not obligated to buy 
even one additional 
book if I so choose. 


00 1734482 R 
THEODOR H NELSON 
458 WEST 20TH ST 
NEW YORK NY 


Signature_ 

(Must be signed by adult to be valid) 
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Typical Story Layout 

Teils you at a glance 
the names of the characters, 
<::x^ dates, situation and substance 
of the book. 
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NOVLfor Busy People... 

The Great Classics of the World 
in easy-to-read digest form! 


To introduce you and your family to 
this magnificent home library, you 
are invited to accept your first vol¬ 
ume of MASTERPLOTS: Digest of 
WorM Literature absolutely FREE! 
There *is no cost — no risk — and no 
obligation to accept further volumes! 

WHY you receive Volume I FREE 

One reason for our apparent gen¬ 
erosity is obvious: We believe that 
once you have sampled the excite¬ 
ment and savored the wealth of 
knowledge these books offer, you 
will want the complete set. But there 
are other reasons too! 

By actually seeing how skillfully the 
works of the great masters have been 
summarized in this free volume, you 
can prove to yourself that it is possi¬ 
ble to hold — on a single bookshelf 
— the substance of the world's finest 
literature! 

You can see how the complete 18- 
volume set will stimulate and instruct 
the students in your family ... and 
how it will keep your literary I.Q. at 
the top of the class, no matter how 
long you have been out of school, or 
how little time you have for reading. 

And you will discover that it is NOT 
necessary to have a college degree, 
or hours of leisure time, to be able to 
adequately discuss good literature 
with your friends and associates. You 
will find it only takes about 5 minutes 
a day! 

For here are the classics of the ages; 
the world's finest FICTION, DRAMA, 
POETRY, BIOGRAPHY, HUMOR, etc. 
Here is the best of ALL types of liter¬ 
ature-gathered into 18 beautiful, 
easy-to-read volumes! Just imagine! 
In these 18 volumes you will find the 
basic substance or "master plot" of 
1810 great works by over 850 of the 
world's most honored authors! 

Designed to be Read by Today's 
BUSY PEOPLE ... 

Now, no matter how limited your 
time, if you can spare 5 minutes a 
day, MASTERPLOTS offers you an 
easy way to become acquainted with 
the Classics ... all those great books 
it would ordinarily take a library to 


hold — a fortune to buy — and a life¬ 
time to read are here in this complete 
18-volume Set! 

For today's "busy age" there is noth¬ 
ing like MASTERPLOTS to give you a 
quick, yet surprisingly comprehen¬ 
sive knowledge of mankind's most 
cherished cultural heritage. You and 
your family can have fun renewing 
acquaintances with old favorites ... 
or you can sample works you have 
never read to decide which ones you 
might enjoy reading in their entirety. 

MASTERPLOTS is a way to save both 
time and money. It is also a fine way 
to help young people select the 
authors they like best for further 
study and pleasure. 

An Invaluable Reference Tool for 
Students! 

For schoolwork, book reports, book 
reviews, study, as well as reading for 
pleasure and relaxation, this 18-vol- 
ume set provides the assistance stu¬ 
dents need to keep up their good 
grades. Masterplots also has the 
magic to inspire them to better ap¬ 
preciate the classics — and to under¬ 
stand the wisdom of the ages through 
the brief, simplified digests and 
reviews. 

Your youngster will meet such re¬ 
nowned writers as Aesop, Hans 
Christian Andersen, Thomas Aquinas, 
Aristophanes, Sir Francis Bacon, 
Robert Browning, Charles Dickens, 
Kipling, Mark Twain, Edgar Allen Poe, 
Shakespeare and hundred and hun¬ 
dreds more plus over 40 Nobel Prize 
Winners! 

CANCEL ANYTIME YOU WISH. Keep 
Free Volume as a Gift! After reading 
Volume 1, you and your family may 
wish to go on to acquire the remain¬ 
ing books of this magnificent 18- 
volume set. If so, other volumes will 
come to your family ENTIRELY ON 
APPROVAL FOR 14 DAYS FREE EX¬ 
AMINATION! You may buy as many 
or as few volumes as you wish ... 
even none at all if you so desire. In 
any event, your beautiful Volume 
One is YOURS TO KEEP - absolutely 
free! 



EACH DIGEST 

• guides you in your reading 

• clarifies the authors ideas, and 



• summarizes the locale, plot, 
and character studies found in 
the unabridged version of 
the book. ^ 


"CAREFUL 

and OBJECTIVE" 

says Clifton Fadiman 


"These summaries are careful and objective, 
not casual or tinctured with whim. So—if the 
plot of Dostoevski's THE IDIOT has always 
baffled you; if you're not sure in which of 
Jane Austen's novels Lady Catherine de- 
Bourgh appears; if you want to tell your chil¬ 
dren the story of Robinson Crusoe, but don't 
want to re-read it; if you want to compare the 
original story of Quo Vadis with the movie 
version — in all these cases, and in 10,000 
more, Masterplots is ready and waiting to 
serve you." 







• Principal 
Characters 


• 2-Column 
Printing for 
Rapid Reading 


Old World Style Bindings 

Each volume is luxuriously bound with an elegant, 
deep-red embossed binding and stamped in sumptuous, 
non-tarnishing gold foil. 

Yet nowhere has durability been sacrificed to beauty. 
These volumes are bound to last a lifetime . . . and to 
become your family's heirlooms of tomorrow. 

1510 Classics of the Ages 

in Easy-to-Read Digest Form 

• 300 Essay Reviews 

on Contemporary Best Sellers 

5184 Pages 

In all with more than 

• 200 Original Illustrations 
• Over 100 Faculty Advisers 

Includes Two 
Complete Indexes 

—One by Author and the 
other by Title of Book 
...both listed Alpha¬ 
betically for quick, 
easy reference. 

18 Volumes 
Beautifully 
Bound! 


The World's Most 
Honored Authors 
n Homer to Hemingway 


Nobel Prize Winners! 


★Kipling 
Victor Hugo 
Ibsen 

D. H. Lawrence 
Homer 

Conrad Richter 
Charlotte Bronte 
Proust 
Confucius 
★G. B. Shaw 


Tennyson 
H.G. Wells 
Bret Harte 
Voltaire 

★Anatole France 
Rousseau 
Carl Sandburg 
★Wm. Faulkner 
Plato 

Sir Walter Scott 


'kNobel Prize Winners 
indicated by asterisk . 

Tennessee Williams 
Victor Hugo 
★Pasternak 
Jack London 
★John Galsworthy 
Santayana 
Emile Zola 
★John Steinbeck 
Marco Polo 

... and hundreds more! 


Ideal Study Aid for 
Schoolwork and Book Reviews 

These digests give your children a new kind 
of reference tool to help them in their assign¬ 
ments. The clear, simple, summaries of the 
classics help them grasp and understand the 
world of good literature better. They also 
help clarify the real meaning of each master¬ 
piece for your child. A complex book be¬ 
comes easier to read when the Masterplot for 
that book has been read beforehand. Many 
young people say they approach a classic 
with more confidence after having read the 
digest. What's more, practically any book as¬ 
signed for study—from grade school through 
college —is almost certain to be found among 
these 18 volumes! 










• Valuable 
Reference Data 


Summary of 
Story 


Over 200 ORIGINAL 
FINE LINE DRAWINGS 
by Artist Walt Sigman 
all commissioned expressly 
for these volumes! 


Claim Your First Volume 
As A Free Gift! 


Add other volumes 
only if you wish. 


An Indispensable 
Aid to the Busy... 


^STUDENT 
SCHOLAR 
SERIOUS READER 
\S BOOK REVIEWER 


Be accurately informed on over 1800 
OUTSTANDING LITERARY WORKS OF 
ALL TIME for less than 50 per Classic! 


Each of these classics is condensed into 2 to 4 pages 
of reading that will give you . . . 


— facts about the author 

— locale and background of story 

— type of work 

— principal characters 

— summary of story 

— the plot and the message”. . . ALL 
In just a few minutes timeI 


...from 

Over 40 N 


Discover how valuable these books are as a reference 
source for students . . . how much help for book re¬ 
viewers . . . how time-saving they are for the reader 
who wants a ''meaty” preview of books he may wish 
to read in their entirety. 


Shakespeare 
★Eugene O'Neil! 
Walt Whitman 
G. K. Chesterton 
★Thomas Mann 
Rossetti 
Caesar 
Robert Frost 
★T. S Eliot 
Sigmund Freud 


Dickens 

Marcus Aurelius 
Dante 

★Bertrand Russell 
Oscar Wilde 
★ Pearl Buck 
James Thurber 
Aldous Huxley 
Noel Coward 
Moliere 


Walt Whitman 
Daniel Defoe 
Herman Melville 
Karl Marx 

★Winston Churchill 
Ezra Pound 
Jules Verne 
Sophocles 
Somerset Maugham 

★Hemingway 





















1810 Outstanding Literary Works of the World. 
Includes 300 Essay Reviews on best sellers repre¬ 
senting the finest in Contemporary Literature. 



FRANK MAGILL—Originator and 
Senior Editor of Master plots 

"The reason for the success of the 
Masterplots approach," states Editor 
Magill, "is that any reader from high 
school freshman to a Doctor of Phi¬ 
losophy will save time, money, and 
energy whether his objective is a stu¬ 
dent theme or a professional study. 
The Masterplots method enables you 
to apply to any masterpiece, ancient 
or modern, your own personal test of 
interest —in keeping with Francis 
Bacon's dictum that 'Some books are 
to be tasted, others to be swallowed, 
and some to be chewed and digested'." 
Lloyd C. Douglas, when asked for ad- 


Get acquainted with any 



Read this \ 


ROBINSON CRUSOE by Daniel Defoe - 

A tale of high adventure and heroic re¬ 
sourcefulness that will stir a child's heart 
and soar his imagination to new heights. 


CRIME AND PUNISHMENT by Fyodor 

Dostoevski— A detective story in the 
classic sense. It is a powerful argument 
that no evil-doer ever truly escapes 
punishment. 

JANE EYRE by Charlotte Bronte— A highly 
romantic tale touched with fancy, yet 
told with moving simplicity... and still 
one of the great love stories of all time. 

MEDITATIONS by Marcus Aurelius - 
















i Literature of the World... 



y one of over 1500 GREAT CLASSICS... 

s tiny fraction of the vast contents: 


BAMBI by Felix Salten — A lovable story 


lets the reader decide whether or not 


• Travel and 


Includes this 3-Volume 
Survey of 

Contemporary Literature 


• Thrilling Adventure 
Tales 


Inspiring 
Biographies 
Fascinating 
Historical Works 


Breathtaking 

Poetry 

• Greatest Drama 


Romance. 



about a deer who learns he must travel 
alone if he is to be strong and wise. 
THE BLACK ARROW by Robert Louis 
Stevenson — Historical romance of 15 th 
century England. Adventure and love are 
mixed for much excitement. 

A CHRISTMAS CAROL by Charles Dick¬ 
ens — Famous classic about a miser and 
how he discovers the happiness that 
comes from giving at Christmas. 

THE DIALOGUES OF PLATO - Outstand¬ 



ing philosophical discussions that invoke 
questions and challenges centuries later. 

THF MAr.MIFirFMT ORSFSSION hv Llnvd tsSatf 


Jim was a hero or a villain. 

PRIDE AND PREJUDICE by Jane Austen 

— A telling satire of the English country 
gentlefolk of her day is presented by a 
novelist known for her superbly drawn 
characters. 

PREJUDICES by H. L. Mencken - A col¬ 
lection of essays that can be divided into 
two categories: literary criticism and crit¬ 
icism of the American scene. 

RICHARD THE SECOND by William 
Shakespeare —One of Shakespeare's best 
known historical plays and his first truly 
independent work in this form. 



Now you can keep up with the 
best in contemporary literature 
too. These last three volumes 
(volumes 16, 17, and 18) con¬ 
tain expertly written Essay Re¬ 
views on recent books that are 
destined to become the "class¬ 
ics" of the future. 























The Child Who Reads More Achieves More.., 


// 


Your child will find these exciting summaries an incentive to go on and do more 
really good reading. From Robert Louis Stevenson's "Kidnapped" or "Treasure Island" 
... to Mark Twain's "Huck Finn/' children form reading habits that last all their lives. 
Educators and teachers alike endorse MASTERPLOTS. Indeed, the answers to many 
English class requirements — from Junior High through College — are right here between 
the covers of these volumes. Research tests prove that a child's ability to search out and 
understand ideas and concepts depends mightily on his reading habits. It has long been 
recognized that the student who reads more, achieves more! That's why parents should 
help children develop an appreciation for good literature. And with MASTERPLOTS 
on your shelf, you are assuring their cultural background, by letting them probe for 
themselves the minds of the masters of Literature. 


Editor Frank N. Magil 
could become acquai 
His MASTERPLOTS do 
you can easily sample 
ingenious, compact d 
to "pre-read" someth 
What's more, with th 
you may actually UN 
entirety, because the 
so well. 


The most profound ti 
corded during these p 
may now have them 
Yes! Here, perhaps, i< 
hundreds and hundre 


3000 YEARS OF GREAT LITERATURE-NOW CONDENSED AND REVIEWE 


vice oy amateur writers, rrequentsy 

told them, "Sleep with Masterpiots 
under your pillow." The same advice 
is just as valuable for students, book 
reviewsers, and serious readers! 


What Professional Critics Say... 


"I find Masterpiots a valuable refer¬ 
ence work and unhesitatingly recom¬ 
mend these volumes as aids for 
greater enjoyment and understanding 
in reading."-BERGEN EVANS, Noted 
authority on the English Language. 


"...superior work...one is compelled 
to admire the conciseness and accuracy 
of the summaries." — LOS ANGELES 
TIMES * 


"... Masterpiots is a unique and timely 
publication. You have identified a 
need for a reference book for teach¬ 
ers, librarians, and students of the his¬ 
tory of literature... Congratuations..." 
-ANGELA M. BROENING, Past Presi¬ 
dent, National Council of Teachers of 
English; Past President, National Con¬ 
ference of Research in English. 

"An admirably done, recommended 
reference..."-LIBRARY JOURNAL 

"...a wealth of carefully sifted mate¬ 
rial...the plots themselves validly 
survey the stories and sharpen one's 
memory..."-CLEVELAND PRESS 


"Nutshell classics ... one of the most 
useful helps on the literary reference 
shelf." — JOURNAL, Milwaukee 


"... uniformly excellent, portraying the 
plot accurately and having the good 
quality of conveying the flavor of the 
original work." - SUBSCRIPTION 
BOOKS BULLETIN, American Library 
Association. 


losophy of the years 167-180 as under¬ 
stood and recorded by this much-loved 
Roman Emperor. 

THE ODYSSEY by Homer - This epic 
poem of a great Greek hero; told by the 
blind, wandering minstrel, Homer, is still 
a "must" in every English Department 
curriculum. 

MOBY DICK by Herman Melville— Death- 
battle between a man and a killer whale, 
depicting the extremes to which a malig¬ 
nant hatred will carry a man in his quest 
for revenge. 

THE DIVINE COMEDY by Dante -This 
Italian masterpiece of poetry has Sin and 
Salvation as its theme and carries the 
reader through Dante's imaginative view 
of the Afterlife. 

LES MISERABLES by Victor Hugo - More 
than a mere expose of the social injus¬ 
tices of the mid-1800's, this story is also 
one of the most thrilling ever written. 
THE CLOUDS by Aristophanes - The 
"Father of Comedy" lives on today as he 
did in 423 B.C. when this gem of satire 
was first performed in Athens, Greece. 
ADAM BEDE by George Eliot — English 
classic about a woman's place in society 
and her struggle to gain happiness. 
ABRAHAM LINCOLN by Carl Sandburg- 
More than thirty years of preparation by 
one of our best biographers went into 
this book. 

THE AENEID by Publius Vergilius Maro— 

A study of ancient Rome and its civiliza¬ 
tion in easy-to-understand form. 

ALICE IN WONDERLAND by Lewis Car¬ 
roll-Exciting fantasy for children. Adults 
view this book as a gentle satire on edu¬ 
cation, politics, literature and Victorian 
life. Children love the dream world and 

adventure.-——-— 

ALL QUIET ON THE WESTERN FRONT by 
Remarque —A realistic war story about 
World War I and its effect on the soldiers 
who fought the battles. 

ALL THE KING'S MEN by Robert Penn 
Warren — Politics and injustice of power- 
greedy men made this a best seller. 
ANNA KARENINA by Leo Tolstoy-A fas¬ 
cinating story of Russia during the nine¬ 
teenth century. 

THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF BENJAMIN 
FRANKLIN — One of our most famous 
Americans tells of his fabulous life and 
the exciting times of our early history. 

BABBITT by Sinclair Lewis — One of the 

most convincing characters of modern 
America makes this an all-time favorite. 


























C. Douglas — The story of a famous brain 
surgeon in a novel that keeps the reader 
interested and entertained. 

MAIN STREET by Sinclair Lewis— A small 
midwest town is clearly depicted to show 
typical small town attitudes during the 
beginning of the twentieth century. 
NINETEEN EIGHTY-FOUR by George Or¬ 
well — A fantastic picture of the future 
of man that includes television and gad¬ 
gets and the uneasiness that comes from 
medical and electronic advancements. 
THE REPUBLIC by Plato - A masterpiece 
about an ideal state written in 400 B.C. 
The author's ability to present ideas and 
discuss the objectives of man is consid¬ 
ered an outstanding work of all time. 
THE SECOND WORLD WAR by Winston 
Churchill — Magnificently told account 
of the events and background of our 
most destructive war of history by the 
famous English statesman who played an 
important part in helping the Allies to 
victory. 

THE SOUND AND THE FURY by William 

Faulkner —A Mississippi town comes to 
life and the decay of a southern family 
presents an exciting tale of customs and 
manners of an era just passed. 

HUCKLEBERRY FINN by Mark Twain - 

Boyhood and all its glory is depicted real¬ 
istically by one of America's most famous 
writers. 

THE ILIAD by Homer —This heroic epic 
tells of the Tropan War and ancient times 
in beautiful poetic form. 

DAS KAPITAL by Karl Marx-The political 
beliefs of this famous Communist give a 
clear view of the socialized state. 

THE LEGEND OF SLEEPY HOLLOW by 

Washington Irving — America's first pro¬ 
fessional writer tells a tale of mystery and 
local color. 

LIFE OF NELSON by Robert Southey - 

Story of adventure and romance about 
one of England's most colorful and ex¬ 
citing naval heroes. 

THE LIFE OF SAMUEL JOHNSON, LL.D. 
by James Boswell— This is considered 
the greatest biography yet produced in 
the English Language. 

LITTLE WOMEN by Louisa May Alcott - 
A sentimental romance that is best loved 
for its warmth and sincerity. The happy 
and sad events that occur in the March 
family appeal to young and old alike. 
LORD JIM by Joseph Conrad — Jim was 
an outcast and a wanderer among the 
ports and islands of the east. The author 






OF MICE ANITMEN by joTm"Steinbeck 

— A sentimental melodrama by a Nobel 
Prize-winning author. Tightly knit story 
about a poor farming area in Central 
California. 

THE PHOENICIAN WOMEN by Euripides 

— Classical tragedy that is more packed 
with incident than any other Greek play 
presented about 400 B.C. 

STRANGE INTERLUDE by Eugene O'Neill 

— The writer's concern for the inward or 
subconscious mentality of his people re¬ 
flects the widespread interest of the 
1920's. 

THE SUN ALSO RISES by Ernest Heming¬ 
way — A fascinating story of the era just 
after World War I and a group who con¬ 
sidered themselves the lost generation. 

A TALE OF TWO CITIES by Charles 
Dickens —A historical romance about the 
French Revolution by a remarkable story 
teller. 

THE TITAN by Theodore Dreiser - Full 

length portrait of a great financial wizard 
told with thoroughness and vivid de¬ 
scription. 

UNCLE TOM'S CABIN by Harriet Beecher 

Stowe— An excellent picture of the prob¬ 
lems of the slave before the Civil War. 

WAR AND PEACE by Leo Tolstoy -A 

panorama of Russian life in that active 
period of history known as the Napole¬ 
onic Era. 

THE WHITE COMPANY by Arthur Conan 

Doyle — From its pages we can get an 
accurate picture of many types of people 
in feudal times as well as some insight 
into the fruitless wars with France. 

THE WASPS by Aristophanes — A good 
example of Greek comedy during the 
Fifth Century B.C. by one of the world's 
best authors of ancient times. 

TWO GENTLEMEN OF VERONA by Wil¬ 
liam Shakespeare — Romantic, witty play 
by England's most famous bard. 

UNCLE VANYA by Anton Chekhov - Fa¬ 
mous Russian writer explains strong emo¬ 
tions that are typical of individuals in 
society. 

LEAVES OF GRASS by Walt Whitman — 

Famous book of poetry with broad scope. 
Covers philosophy, propaganda and 
humor. 

THE LUCK OF ROARING CAMP AND 
OTHER SKETCHES by Bret Harte - Won¬ 
derful tales of the West and the different 
types of people who settled it. 



Here is just a sampling of the 
300 modern-day Best Sellers 
on which you will find 
Essay Reviews: 

ADVISE AND CONSENT by Allen Drury 
SILENT SPRING by Rachel Carson 
IN COLD BLOOD by Truman Capote 
CATCH-22 by Joseph Heller 
THE NAKED APE by Desmond Morris 
SHIP OF FOOLS by Katherine Anne Porter 
BORN FREE by Joy Adamson 
THE CANCER WARD by Aleksandr I. Solzhenitsyn 
FROM THE TERRACE by John O'Hara 
DOCTOR ZHIVAGO by Boris Pasternak 
LOLITA by Vladimir Nabokov 
UNDER MILK WOOD by Dylan Thomas 
TRUE GRIT by Charles Portis 
SOUL ON ICE by Eldridge Cleaver 
A THOUSAND DAYS by Arthur M. Schlesinger, Jr. 
HAWAII by James A. Michener 
INSIDE RUSSIA TODAY by John Gunther 
THE PHENOMENON OF MAN 
by Piere Teilhard de Chardin 
PAPA HEMINGWAY by A. E. Hotchner 
A DEATH IN THE FAMILY by James Agee 
LOST IN THE FUNHOUSE by John Barth 
0 TO BE A DRAGON by Marianne Moore 
THE WASTE MAKERS by Vance Packard 
THE DARK AT THE TOP OF THE STAIRS 
by William Inge 

THE GUNS OF AUGUST by Barbara W. Tuchman 
IN THE CLEARING by Robert Frost 
THE PRIME OF MISS JEAN BR0DIE by Muriel Spark 
POEMS OF EMILY DICKINSON by Emily Dickinson 
MOTHER AND SON by Ivy Compton Burnett 
ROOM AT THE TOP by John Braine 
TO KILL A MOCKINGBIRD by Harper Lee 
THE REIVERS by William Faulkner 
A DELICATE BALANCE by Edward Albee 
LOOK BACK IN ANGER by John James Osborne 
LADY CHATTERLEY’S LOVER by D. H. Lawrence 
THE FIXER by Bernard Malamud 
THE FATHERS by Allen Tate 
A WORLD OF PROFIT by Louis Auchkicloss 
...PLUS 262 MORE! 


Now BUSY People can "read" a Classic in only 5 minutes! 


agill's aim was to popularize the "classics" so that BUSY PEOPLE 
uainted with the works of the masters in a short time, 
i does just that! With its 1810 quick-reference digests and reviews, 
nple any one of the world's finest classics in 5 minutes! These 
:t digests and reviews enable you to "re-read" an old favorite, or 
ething new in just minutes. 

the information packed into these two-to-four-page summaries, 
UNDERSTAND more about the work than if you read it in its 
the important parts and ideas are pointed out and explained 

d thoughts, ideas and statements mankind has produced and re- 
;e past 3000 years are here condensed and simplified for you. You 
;m at your fingertips — ready for instant reference. 

s, is the quickest, easiest way possible to acquaint yourself with 
dreds of the classics — without becoming engulfed in the details. 


Within these 18 volumes you will find a wealth of HISTORY, PHILOSOPHY, SCIENCE, 
RELIGION and POLITICS, as well as FICTION, DRAMA, and POETRY! 

Here are books you have heard and read about.,. books the informed and cultured 
people of today are discussing... books by Nobel Prize Winners ... books made 
into movies, plays and TV dramas ... BOOKS YOU HAVE ALWAYS WANTED TO 
KNOW MORE ABOUT, YET NEVER FOUND THE TIME TO READ! 

The cultural and educational value of Masterplots alone warrants a place on your 
bookshelf ... and as a standard reference, every member of your family can benefit. 
Over 100 English Faculty members helped select these masterpieces. Each manuscript 
passed through the hands of at least three and often five or six staff members before 
it was included. 

Over a quarter million families now enjoy the Masterplots idea in their home 
libraries — and rare indeed is the best seller that approaches that record! In high 
schools and universities Masterplots is now the accepted standard reference in its 
field. 


(ED INTO 18 EASY-TO-READ VOLUMES! -Claim Your FREE Volume Today 


Printed in U.S.A. — Copyright Hunter Haines 1971 





































vice oy amateur writers, frequently 

told them, "Sleep with Masterplots 
under your pillow." The same advice 
is just as valuable for students, book 
reviewsers, and serious readers! 

What Professional Critics Say... 





"Nutshell classics ... one of the most 
useful helps on the literary reference 
shelf." — JOURNAL, Milwaukee 


"I find Masterplots a valuable refer¬ 
ence work and unhesitatingly recom¬ 
mend these volumes as aids for 
greater enjoyment and understanding 
in reading." - BERGEN EVANS, Noted 
authority on the English Language. 


"...superior work...one is compelled 
to admire the conciseness and accuracy 
of the summaries." — LOS ANGELES 
TIMES # 





"... Masterplots is a unique and timely 
publication. You have identified a 
need for a reference book for teach¬ 
ers, librarians, and students of the his¬ 
tory of literature... Congratuations..." 
-ANGELA M. BROENING, Past Presi¬ 
dent, National Council of Teachers of 
English; Past President, National Con¬ 
ference of Research in English. 

recommended 

reference..." — LIBRARY JOURNAL 

"...a wealth of carefully sifted mate¬ 
rial...the plots themselves validly 
survey the stories and sharpen one's 
memory..."-CLEVELAND PRESS 


"... uniformly excellent, portraying the 
plot accurately and having the good 
quality of conveying the flavor of the 
original work." - SUBSCRIPTION 
BOOKS BULLETIN, American Library 
Association. 


losophy of the years 167-180 as under¬ 
stood and recorded by this much-loved 
Roman Emperor. 

THE ODYSSEY by Homer — This epic 
poem of a great Greek hero; told by the 
blind, wandering minstrel, Homer, is still 
a "must" in every English Department 
curriculum. 

MOBY DICK by Herman Melville— Death- 
battle between a man and a killer whale, 
depicting the extremes to which a malig¬ 
nant hatred will carry a man in his quest 
for revenge. 





THE DIVINE COMEDY by Dante -This 
Italian masterpiece of poetry has Sin and 
Salvation as its theme and carries the 
reader through Dante's imaginative view 
of the Afterlife. 

LES MISERABLES by Victor Hugo - More 
than a mere expose of the social injus¬ 
tices of the mid-1800's, this story is also 
one of the most thrilling ever written. 
THE CLOUDS by Aristophanes - The 
"Father of Comedy" lives on today as he 
did in 423 B.C. when this gem of satire 
was first performed in Athens, Greece. 
ADAM BEDE by George Eliot — English 
classic about a woman's place in society 
and her struggle to gain happiness. 
ABRAHAM LINCOLN by Carl Sandburg- 
More than thirty years of preparation by 
one of our best biographers went into 
this book. 

THE AENEID by Publius Vergilius Maro — 

A study of ancient Rome and its civiliza¬ 
tion in easy-to-understand form. 

ALICE IN WONDERLAND by Lewis Car¬ 
roll-Exciting fantasy for children. Adults 
view this book as a gentle satire on edu¬ 
cation, politics, literature and Victorian 
life. Children love the dream world and 

adventure. -——~— 

ALL QUIET ON THE WESTERN FRONT by 
Remarque —A realistic war story about 
World War I and its effect on the soldiers 
who fought the battles. 

ALL THE KING'S MEN by Robert Penn 
Warren — Politics and injustice of power- 
greedy men made this a best seller. 
ANNA KARENINA by Leo Tolstoy-A fas¬ 
cinating story of Russia during the nine¬ 
teenth century. 

THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF BENJAMIN 
FRANKLIN — One of our most famous 
Americans tells of his fabulous life and 
the exciting times of our early history. 

BABBITT by Sinclair Lewis — One of the 

most convincing characters of modern 
America makes this an all-time favorite. 





"The Child Who Reads More Achieves More.." 



Your child will find these exciting summaries an incentive to go on and do more 
really good reading. From Robert Louis Stevenson's "Kidnapped" or "Treasure Island" 
... to Mark Twain's "Huck Finn," children form reading habits that last all their lives. 
Educators and teachers alike endorse MASTERPLOTS. Indeed, the answers to many 
English class requirements — from Junior High through College — are right here between 
the covers of these volumes. Research tests prove that a child's ability to search out and 
understand ideas and concepts depends mightily on his reading habits. It has long been 
recognized that the student who reads more, achieves more! That's why parents should 
help children develop an appreciation for good literature. And with MASTERPLOTS 
on your shelf, you are assuring their cultural background, by letting them probe for 
themselves the minds of the masters of Literature. 
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MUNDELEIN, ILLINOIS 60060 

The Enclosed GIFT STAMP Brings You FREE ... 

VOLUME I OF MASTERPLOTS: 

DIGESTS OF WORLD LITERATURE 


Dear Reader: 

Enclosed is a valuable GIFT STAMP 1 . It will bring you, as an 
outright gift , VOLUME I containing over 90 of the greatest literary 
classics of the World -- all in easy-to-read digest form. 

This big, 320 page, FREE GIFT volume includes some 
of the finest literature of all times. From cover 
to cover here are masterpieces by such renowned 
authors as William Faulkner, Carl Sandburg, 

Aristophanes, Aesop, Lewis Carroll, Sophocles, 

Eugene O f Neill, Leo Tolstoy, Sir Walter Scott, 

Benjamin Franklin, Euripides and many more ... all 
brillian tly con d en s ed into a fe w minute s reading time 

and beautifully illustrated 1 . 

Volume I is yours to keep forever ... without the slightest 
obligation. It is sent to you entirely at our expense ... so you and 
your family may sample one of the most remarkable publishing works of 
our times, called -- 


MASTERPLOTS: DIGESTS OF WORLD LITERATURE 

MASTERPLOTS consists of 18 beautifully bound volumes. These contain 
1810 DIGESTS of the greatest classics of all times plus 300 ESSAY 
REVIEWS on modern day best-sellers destined to become "classics 

OVER 850 GREAT AUTHORS are represented, including 40 NOBEL PRIZE WINNERS * 
And to top it all off, the books are ILLUSTRATED with over 200 ORIGINAL 
Fine Line Drawings commissioned expressly for this series. 

Imagine 1 . Over 5100 pages in all. From Homer to Hemingway - from Sophocles 
to Steinbeck - here is the sum total of man's wisdom, his fillies, his joys, 
his experiences, his struggles and adventures ... all in one complete, 
authoritative all-inclusive library. 

The novels ... the plays ... the epics ... the poems ... the 
histories ... the golden tales that have warmed men's hearts 
for 30 centuries are captured for you in these 18 beautiful 
volumes so that you may have the WORLD'S GREATEST LITERATURE 
represented in your home - on a single bookshelf '. 

Imagine, if you will, the space needed to house all of these 1810 works 
if they were in their original form. Imagine the time it would take for one 
person to read them all. And finally, consider the money invested. 
















Here then is the basic concept behind MASTERPLOTS: DIGESTS OF 
WORLD LITERATURE -- to bring to your family ALL the* great thoughts ... 
ALL the wonderful experiences ... ALL the inspiring wisdom of ALL the 
famous authors of ALL time ... in a simple, easy-to-read condensed 
form. 



Yes, through the digests you can 
sample in a few minutes the awe¬ 
inspiring philosophies of such men 
as Plato, Aristotle, Saint Augustine, 
Bacon, Confucius, Kant, Locke, 
Schopenhauer, Spinoza and others. 


Plato 


Ben Hur 


You can re-live the adventurous 
episodes in the lives of such story 
characters as Ben Hur, Robin Hood, 
Robinson Crusoe, Captain Nemo of the 
Nautilus, King Arthur, Jane Eyre, 

Don Juan, Count of Monte Cristo, 
Hercules, Ivanhoe and hundreds more. 




You can share the momentous decisions 
of such famous leaders as Abraham 
Lincoln, Caesar, Winston Churchill, 

John Adams, Alexander Hamilton, Cicero, 
Xenophon and scores of others. 


Abraham Lincoln 


Or be entertained by the world's 
foremost dramatists and story tellers 
such as Shakespeare, Charles Dickens, 
Alexandre Dumas, Mark Twain, Thomas 
Hardy, Sir Walter Scott, Jules Verne 
and hundreds more. 


Cleopatra 



Now you can "read" a classic in about 5 minutes'. 


Think of all those wonderful books you have always wanted to know more about, 
yet never found the time to read. Most of us live such busy lives, reading for 
pleasure is a luxury." Now, however, MASTERPLOTS bring you a quick way to absorb 
the central theme, or masterplot of each work in just a few short minutes. 


They enable you to taste as many of the classics as you desire, without becoming 
entangled in the details. They let you "brush up" on books you read years ago, 
and help you decide which books you want to read in their entirety. 


These time-saving "capsules" of the classics are an ideal reference for students 
too. Children find the summaries an incentive to go on reading more good literature. 
Once they have been exposed to Mark Twain's Tom Sawyer , or Robert Louis Stevenson's 
Treasure Island or Dumas' Three Musketeers their literary appetites will improve- 
and so will their taste in reading material. 






















Today's "Best Sellers" 


Tomorrow's "Classics" 


The 3-Volume Survey of Contemporary Literature (Volumes 16, 17, and 18) includes 
ESSAY REVIEWS on 300 recent selections which our editors feel have the qualities 
necessary to become "classics" . . . such books as Silent Spring by Rachel Carson, 

Advise and Consent by Allen Drury, In Cold Blood by Truman Capote, Dr. Zhivago by 
Boris Pasternak . . . and 296 morel 

Reading these Reviews is a quick and easy way to keep up with the books informed 
and cultured people are discussing today. They will also help you decide which 
books you would like to read completely. 

Yes, MASTERPLOTS bring you the cream of the crop - past and present! There are 
works by Nobel Prize Winners such as William Faulkner ... novels by such authors 
as F. Scott Fitzgerald and Ernest Hemingway ... stories made into movies, plays and 
TV dramas such as Scott's Ivanhoe, Mary Shelly's Frankenstein , Goethe's Faust , 

Werfel's Song of Bernadette , John Hersey's A Bell for Adano - and hundreds more. 

But MASTERPLOTS does more than simply squeeze a book's basic substance into 2 to 
4 pages. The digests also help you interpret the subtle undertones and intricate 
themes such as in Shakespeare's Hamlet , Macbeth , Othello , Bernard Shaw's Pygmalion , 
Candida , Man and Superman , Melville's Moby Dick , or Somerset Maugham's Of Human Bondage . 

Whether it's The Hunchback of Notre Dame or Gone With The Wind - MASTERPLOTS 
reveals the very "heart" of the book in lucid, easy-to-read form. 

OVER 20 YEARS IN THE MAKING'. 


Years of intensive work by a staff of literary experts went into 
this enormous project. Under the direction of Editor Frank N. Magill 
and story expert, Dayton Kohler, over 100 English Faculty Associates 
helped'create MASTERPLOTS: DIGESTS OF WORLD LITERATURE. 


Teachers from some of the best known colleges in the United States 
participated. At least three staff members collaborated on each review 
to give you a variety of viewpoints and a well balanced evaluation. 
Wherever possible, manuscripts were submitted to living authors for 
their approval. 


Don Juan 



The more than 200 ORIGINAL Fine-Line 
Drawings by artist Walter Sigman add 
a richly distinctive touch to each 
and every volume. 

These delicate illustrations were 
commissioned expressly for this series 
of MASTERPLOTS and will be found 
nowhere else. 




Florence Nightingale 


Count of Monte Cristo 


































MASTERPLOTS is already an accepted standard reference in high 
schools and universities -- and over a quarter of a million families 
now enjoy MASTERPLOTS as an indispensable reference and reading guide. 

Your first FREE GIFT VOLUME is only the beginning of a life-time 
adventure with the world's greatest literature. 

We make this first big volume available at no charge to prove 
conclusively that here are the most remarkable DIGESTS OF WORLD 
LITERATURE you will ever find anywhere. And we feel certain you will 
want to accumulate the entire set ... especially when you learn how 
little it will cost. 

Obtain This Famous Library of the Classics 
on convenient, low-cost subscription plan 

If you are truly excited and pleased with Volume 1 you may, if you so 
desire, go on and receive further volumes of this illustrated 18 volume 
set at a low price of only $2.98 per volume, plus a small shipping and 
handling charge. As a subscriber you will also be entitled to review 
and purchase the MASTERPLOTS ANNUAL which will be announced every year. 

All volumes will be sent to you strictly on approval ... for 14 Days' FREE 
examination ... with no obligation on your part to keep or buy any volume. 

CANCEL ANY TIME - YOU ARE UNDER 
NO OBLIGATION TO BUY FUTURE VOLUMES 

.. .KEEP VOLUME I AS YOUR GIFT 

You are not obligated to take any minimum number of volumes. Buy 
as few as you like or none at all. Cancel any time you please and no 
further volumes will be sent to you. 

LIMITED PRINTING - ACT TODAY 

It may be some time before we go back to press for more books, so 
we urge you to act NOW for your wonderful FREE GIFT copy. This could 
easily be one of the finest investments you ever made for your family. 

Be sure to affix the GIFT STAMP on the enclosed reservation certificate 
and mail today. 


Sincerely, 



R. J. Scanlan 

RJS:dd President 

P. S. SORRY -- but we must limit the FREE VOLUME to one to a family . 
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MASTERPLOTS: DIGESTS OF WORLD LITERATURE 


A NOTE FROM THE PUBLISHER 

To those of you who do not 
plan to send for your free 
Volume I. 


Dear Friend: 

Frankly, I am somewhat puzzled. As the publisher of this set I honestly do 
not understand why more people do not send in for their free volume since it is 
an outright gift. 

Yet of every 1000 who receive the enclosed offer, only 30 or 40 will send 
.for the free volume. It reminds me of the story of the man who tried to give 
away genuine $5 bills and found no one would take them because everyone thought 
they were fake ... or a trick of some kind. 

The enclosed offer is neither. There are no strings attached to your free 
volume. If you decide you do not want future volumes you simply cancel and you 
will never receive a bill or more books - you will never be called by salesmen 
or be asked to return your free volume 1 . 

Actually, by accepting this book you are doing us, as well as yourself, a 
favor - as it is the only way we have to show you the value of the complete series. 
The free book is our only "salesman", and it is also our way of saying "thank you" 
for taking the time to examine our offer. 

Perhaps you are saying to yourself: "I know. They will send books I have 
not ordered and then send bills for the unordered books". 

This cannot happen because this is not a book club . There are 

no monthly cards to return. Once you cancel (and you may do so 

at any time) you will never receive another book 1 . 

This offer isn*t sent to just everyone. It is sent to people who 
have in some way demonstrated an appreciation for culture and fine literature 
Therefore, I cannot believe that anyone receiving it is simply not interested 
in masterpieces of good literature. All of which keeps me puzzled. 

Therefore, if your reason is something other than what I have mentioned, 
would you take just a minute and send me a note explaining why you decided not to 
accept your free volume? I would appreciate it a great deal. Thank you. 



Hunter Haines, for the publishers of 
MASTERPLOTS: DIGESTS OF WORLD LITERATURE 

P.S. If you do not wish to take 
advantage of this offer, 
perhaps you may want us to 
send it to one or more of 
your friends. If so, please 
give us their names and addresses. 
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sad had brought charges against him. 
Lucie and her father had testified they 
had met Darnay on the boat when they 
had traveled from France five years 
earlier. But an unusual circumstance 
saved the prisoner. Mr. Stryver, the 
prisoner's counsel, pointed across the 
courtroom to another man who so re¬ 
sembled the prisoner that legal identifica¬ 
tion of Darnay was shaken. The other 
man was Sydney Carton, and because of 
the likeness between the two Mr. Stryver 
Secured an acquittal for the prisoner. 
Carton’s relationship to Stryver was that 
of the jackal to the lion, for the alcoholic, 
aimless Carton wrote the cases which 
Stryver pleaded in court. 

Lucie and her father lived in a small 
tenement under the care of their maid, 
Miss Pross, and their kindly friend, Mr. 
Lorry. Jerry Cruncher, porter at Tellson 
& Co., and a secret r&siirrectionist, was 
often helpful. Darnay and Carton be¬ 
came frequent callers in the Manette 
household, after the trial which had 
brought them together. 

In France the fury of the people grew. 
Monseigneur the Marquis St. Evremonde, 
was driving in his carriage through the 
countryside when he carelessly killed a 
child of a peasant named Gaspard. The 
nobleman returned to his castle to meet 
his nephew, who was visiting from Eng¬ 
land. Charles Darnay’s views differed 
from those of his uncle, Darnay knew 
that his family had committed grave in¬ 
justices, for which he begged his uncle 
to make amends. Monseigneur the mar¬ 
quis haughtily refused. That night the 
marquis was murdered in his bed. 

Darnay returned to England to seek 
Dr. Manette’s permission to court Lucie. 
In order to construct a bond of complete 
honesty, Darnay attempted to tell the 
doctor his true Frencfi name, but Manette 
fearfully asked him to wait until the 
morning of his marriage before revealing 
it. Carton also approached Lucie with a 
proposal of marriage. When Lucie re¬ 
fused, Carton asked her always to re¬ 
member that there was a man who would 


give his own life to keep a life she loved 
beside her. 

Meanw r hile in France Madame De- 
farge knitted into her scarf the story of 
the hated St. Evremondes. Gaspard had 
been hanged for the assassination of the 
marquis; monseigneur’s house must be 
destroyed. John Barsad, the spy, brought 
news that Lucie Manette would marry 
Charles Darnay, nephew of the marquis. 
This news disturbed Defarge, for Dr. 
Manette, a former prisoner of the Bas¬ 
tille, held a special honor in the eyes of 
the Revolutionists. 

Lucie and Darnay were married. Syd¬ 
ney Carton became a loyal fidend of the 
family. Time passed, and tiny Lucie 
arrived. When the child was six years 
old, in the year 1789, the French people 
stormed the Bastille. At the Bastille De¬ 
farge went to the cell where Dr. Manette 
had been a prisoner and extracted some 
papers hidden behind a stone in the wall. 

One day, while Darnay was talking to 
Mr. Lorry at Tellson & Co., a letter ad¬ 
dressed to the Marquis St. Evremonde 
was placed on Mr. Lorry’s desk. Darnay 
offered to deliver it to the proper person. 
When he was alone, he read the letter. 
It was from an old family servant who 
had been imprisoned by the Revolution¬ 
ists. He begged the Marquis St. Evre¬ 
monde to save his life. Darnay realized 
that he must go to Paris. Only Dr. Ma¬ 
nette knew of Darnay’s family name, and 
the doctor had been sworn to secrecy. 

Darnay and Mr. Lorry went to Paris, 
the latter to look after the French branch 
of Tellson & Co. Shortly after his arrival 
Darnay was seized as an undesirable im¬ 
migrant after Defarge had ordered his 
arrest. Mr. Lorry was considerably upset 
when Lucie and Dr. Manette suddenly 
arrived in Paris. Some of the doctor’s 
friends had informed him of Darnay’s 
arrest. The old man felt that his own 
imprisonment in the Bastille would win 
the sympathy of the Revolutionists and 
enable him to save his son-in-law. 

After fifteen months of waiting, Dar¬ 
nay was brought to trial. Able to prove 

(Story Continues on 
Two More Pages) 
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Typical Pages from Frank N. Alagills Masterplots 


Material reproduced herewith copyright 1949, 1955, 1960 by Frank N. Magill. All 
rights reserved including the right of reproduction in whole or in part in any form. 


OUR TOWN 


Type of work: Drama 

Author: Thornton Wilder (1897- ) 

Type of plot: Domestic romance 

Time of plot: 1901-1913 

Locale: New Hampshire 

First presented: 1938 

Principal characters: 

Dr. Gibbs, a physician 
Mrs. Gibbs, his wife 
George, and 
Rebecca, their children 
Mr. Webb, a newspaper 
Mrs. Webb, his wire 
Emily, and 
Wally, their children 
Simon Stimson, direct 

Critique: 
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Ea^^iKfF 90^Dr. Gibbs 

burned to his home^k C^o^r’s Comers, 
HI had just been 
across the^ac ^^g ) PJhsh Town to de¬ 
liver MrCGoru^m^^i’s twins. On the 
street he nfc^To^^rowell, the morning 
paper - boy, and Howie Newsome, the 
milkman. The day’s work was begin¬ 
ning in Grover’s Corners. 

Mrs. Gibbs had breakfast ready when 
her husband arrived, and she called the 
children, George and Rebecca, to the 
table. After breakfast the children left 
for school in the company of the Webb 
children, Wally and Emily, who lived 
across the way. 

After the children had gone, Mrs. 




out to feed her chickens, 
bb stringing beans in 
she crossed over to talk 
, Gibbs had been offered 
hlh^dred and fifty dollars for some 
furniture; she would sell the 
re, she had decided, if she could 
r. Gibbs to take a vacation with 
cr. But Dr. Gibbs had no wish to take 
a vacation; if he could visit the Civil 
War battlegrounds every other year, he 
was satisfied. 

The warm day passed, and the 
children began to come home from 
school. Emily Webb walked home alone 
pretending she was a great lady. George 
Gibbs, on his way to play baseball, 
stopped to talk to Emily and told her how 
much he admired her success at school. 
He could not, he insisted, imagine how 
anyone could spend so much time over 
homework as she did. Flattered, Emily 
promised to help George with his algebra. 
He said that he did not really need 
school work, because he was going to 
be a farmer as soon as he graduated from 
high school. 

When George had gone, Emily ran 
to her mother and asked if she were 
pretty enough to make boys notice her. 
Grudgingly, her mother admitted that 
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she was, but Mrs. Webb tried to turn 
Emily’s mind to other subjects. 

That evening, while Mrs. Webb and 
Mrs. Gibbs were at choir practice, George 
and Emily sat upstairs studying. Their 
windows faced each other, and George 
called to Emily for some advice on 
his algebra. Emily helped him, but she 
was more interested in the moonlight. 
When she called George’s attention to 
the beautiful night, he seemed only 
mildly interested. 

The ladies coming home from choir 
practice gossiped about their leader, 
Simon Stimson. He drank most of the 
time, and for some reason he could not 
adjust himself to small-town life. The 
ladies wondered how it would all end. 
Mr. Webb also wondered. He was the 
editor of the local paper; and, as he 
came home, he met Simon roaming the 
deserted streets. When Mr. Webb reached 
his home, he found Emily still gazing 
out of her window at the moon—and 
dreaming. 

At the end of his junior year in high 
school George was elected president of 
his class, and Emily was elected secretary- 
treasurer. When George walked home 
with Emily after the election, she seemed 
so cold and indifferent that George asked 
for an explanation. She told him that 
all the girls thought him conceited and 
stuck-up because he cared more for base¬ 
ball than he did for his friends. She ex¬ 
pected men to be perfect, like her father 
and his. 

George said that men could not be 
perfect, but that women could—like 
Emily. Then Emily began to cry, in¬ 
sisting that she was far from perfect. 
George offered to buy her a soda. As 
they drank their sodas, they found that 
they really had liked each other for a 
long time. George said he thought he 
would not go away to agricultural school, 
after all. When he graduated from high 
school, he would start right in working 
on the farm. 

After a time Dr. and Mrs. Gibbs 
learned that George wanted to marry 


Emily as soon as he left high school. 
At first it was a shock to them, for they 
could not imagine that George was any¬ 
thing but a child. They wondered how 
he could provide for a wife; whether 
Emily could take care of a house. Then 
Dr. and Mrs. Gibbs remembered their 
own first years of married life. They 
had had troubles, but now they felt that 
the troubles had been overshadowed by 
their joys. They decided that George 
could marry Emily if he wished. 

On the morning of his wedding day 
George dropped in on Mr. and Mrs. 
Webb, and Mrs. Webb left the men 
alone so that her husband could advise 
George. But all that Mr. Webb had to 
say was that no one could advise anyone 
else on matters as personal as marriage. 

When George had gone, Emily came 
down to her last breakfast in her parents’ 
home. Both she and Mrs. Webb cried. 
Mrs. Webb had meant to give her daugh¬ 
ter some advice on marriage, but she 
was unable to bring herself to it. 

At the church, just before the cere¬ 
mony, both Emily and George felt as if 
they were making a mistake; they did 
not want to get married. By the time 
the music started, however, both of them 
were calm. The wedding ceremony was 
soon over. And Grover’s Corners lost 
one of its best baseball players. 

Nine years passed; it was the summer 
of 1913. Up in the graveyard above the 
town the dead lay, resting from the 
cares of their lives on earth. Now there 
was a new grave; Emily had died in 
childbirth and George was left alone with 
his four-year-old son. 

It was raining as the funeral proces¬ 
sion wound its way up the hill to the 
new grave. Then Emily appeared shyly 
before the other dead. Solemnly they 
welcomed her to her rest. But she did 
not want to rest; she wanted to live ovei 
again the joys of her life. It was possible 
to do so, but the others warned her 
against trying to relive a day in her 
mortal life. 

Emily chose to five over her twelfth 
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birthday. At first it was exciting to be 
young again, but the excitement wore 
off quickly. The day held no joy, now 
that Emily knew what was in store for 
the future. It was unbearably painful 
to realize how unaware she had been 
of the meaning and wonder of life while 
she was alive. Simon Stimson, a suicide, 
told her that life was like that, a time 
of ignorance and blindness and folly. He 


was still bitter in death. 

Emily returned to her resting place. 
When night had fallen, George ap¬ 
proached full of grief and threw himself 
on Emily’s grave. She felt pity for 
him and for all the rest of the living. 
For now she knew how little they really 
understood of the wonderful gift that is 
life itself. 


A TALE OF TWO CITIES 


Type of work: Novel 

Author: Charles Dickens (1812-1870) 

Type of 'plot: Historical romance 
Time of plot: French Revolution 
Locale: France and England 
First published: 1859 

Principal characters 

Dr. Manette, a former prisoner in the Bastille 
Lucie Manette, his daughter 
Mr. Lorry, an agent of Tellson & Co. 
Charles Darnay, Marquis St. Evremonde 
Sydney Carton, a lawyer’s clerk 
Miss Pross, a servant 
Madame Defarge, a French revolutionary 
M. Defarge, her husband 

Critique: 

Dickens is a remarkable story-teller. 

Although one may complain of the many 
characters in his stories, each character is 
necessary to complete the pattern of the 
Dickens plot. In this novel of the French 
Revolution, Dickens’ treatment of his 
complicated plot, every event of which 
draws toward one great climax against 
the greater drama of history, is both de¬ 
lightful and fascinating to experience. 

The Story: 

The early rumbling of the French 
ReYolution was echoing across the Eng¬ 
lish Channel. In Paris a lonely old man 
waited in an attic for his first meeting 
with a daughter whom he had not seen 
since she was a baby. With the aid of 
Mr. Jarvis Lorry, an agent for the Franco- 


British banking house of Tellson & Co., 
the lovely Lucie Manette had been 
brought to Paris to find her father, im¬ 
prisoned for eighteen years in the Bas¬ 
tille. Above the wine shop of Madame 
and M. Defarge, Dr. Manette was kept 
secretly until his rescuers could take him 
safely back to England. Day after day 
Madame Defarge sat outside her wine 
shop, knitting into a long scarf strange 
symbols which would later spell out a 
death list of hated aristocrats. 

Five years later Lucie Manette sat be¬ 
side her father in the courtroom of the 
Old Bailey, where Charles Darnay, a 
teacher of languages, was on trial for 
treasonable activities which involved his 
passing between France and England on 
secret business. A man named John Bar- 
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